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time, the question keeps recurring to one's mind, and one is almost 
led to wish that the author had made a more searching and extended 
historical investigation of the general topic and had reserved his 
discussion of carriers for a separate work. The author in the con- 
cluding paragraph of his book, has called attention to the contrast 
between the fixed principles which underlie the general law of bail- 
ment and the shifting rules of decision which characterize the rapid 
development of the law of carriers. He very properly observes 
that those who compare his text with the decisions of the courts 
will conclude that his guarded and modified statements in dealing 
with the latter subject are due, not so much to "a confusion of 
thought in the writer himself, as actual uncertainty among the 
courts. ' ' In this he is doubtless right ; but the conclusion gives 
point to the query whether the two developments should not receive 
separate treatment. Whatever may be our feeling upon this point, 
we welcome the appearance of the third revised edition. It con- 
tains the latest cases and (as far as externals are concerned) is pub- 
lished in Little, Brown and Company's best style. 

G. W. P. 



A Manual for Notaries Public, General Conveyancers, 
Commissioners, Justices, Mayors, Consuls, Etc., as to 
Acknowledgment, Affidavits, Depositions, Oaths, Proofs, 
Protests, Etc., for each State and Territory, with Forms and 
Instructions. Second Revised Edition. By Florien Giauque, 
A. M., of the Cincinnati, O., Bar. Cincinnati: The Robert 
Clarke Co. 1897. 

The chief purpose of this work, which seems to occupy a 
unique position in legal literature of a purely practical character, 
is to supply notaries and others with the means of learning, not 
only what they are authorized to do under the laws of their own 
states, but also the extent of their authority under the laws of 
other states, and the manner in which they must act in accordance 
with such authority. Thus it is that the book, in addition to being 
an excellent form manual, partakes, in a measure, of the character 
of an elementary treatise on the law of conveyancers and notaries 
public In addition to a preliminary chapter on "General Pro- 
visions, ' ' embracing the general and statutory powers of notaries, 
their fees, etc., and a chapter on Affidavits, Oaths, and Affirmations, 
there is an excellent treatment of the subject of Depositions, and a 
general survey of notaries' duties in the field of negotiable instru- 
ments, which deserves special mention. In this chapter, Present- 
ment for Acceptance, Presentment for Payment, Protest, Notice of 
Dishonor, When Demand, Presentment, Protest, and Notice are 
unnecessary, , and Statutory Provisions, as to Days of Grace, etc. , 
are treated in an admirable manner, and the whole subject care- 
fully annotated with reference to the illustrative cases. In the 
closing chapters the subject of notaries' duties in connection with 
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real estate, receives attention. In general, it may be said that the 
definitions are accurate, the arrangement convenient, and the 
typography good. It is hoped that the work will meet with the 
success the perseverance of the author merits for it. J. A. M. 



General Digest. American and English, Annotated. New 
Series. Vol. III. 1897. Rochester, N. Y. : The Lawyers' Co- 
operative Publishing Co. 

In this volume of the General Digest, the excellent features of 
the former numbers are retained, and the whole work improved and 
amplified by a system of annotation which partakes of a double 
character. First, the authorities relied upon in the opinion of the 
court in the cases digested, and the cases there criticized, distin- 
guished or overruled, are cited ; secondly, there is an independent 
compilation of the whole line of decisions involved, so that the law 
is traced through its various stages of development back to its 
starting point. The value of this addition to the Digest is apparent, 
for with its aid the busy practitioner can see at a glance whether a 
case is simply an isolated decision of no value, as a precedent, out- 
side the particular jurisdiction of the court making it, or whether 
it is fortified by a sufficient number of precedents to make it authori- 
tative elsewhere. It is worthy of note that the General Digest con- 
tains all officially reported cases, as well as those not to be officially 
reported, and that this difference is clearly marked in the citations. 
When the annotation has sufficiently matured, there is no doubt 
that the Digest will be all that its publishers claim, "a complete 
encyclopaedia of the law based on the current cases." 

/. A. M. 



